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Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and 
know, and seck in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there 
be any that executeth judgment, that sceketh the truth. Jeremiah v. r. 








——— — oo 





EDUCATED PRIESTS, 

The Presbyterian ‘ Christian Gazette,”’ published in this 
city, is characterized by the same clerical arrogance which 
distinguishes Lyman Beecher’s famous Address, and other 
eastern productions. The following paragraph from this 
paper, it appears, has given offence to the Columbian Col- 


lege men, of the Baptist persuasion, at Washington, although. 


engaged in the same ambitious schemes. 


‘«¢ By estimates recently made, it appears that the new 
States, which, within the last few years have been admitted 
into the Union, are not supplied with educated gospel minis- 
ters. In Alabama, which contains about 200,000 souls, 
only 16 Presbyterian clergymen are to be found to dispense 
the word of life. The other new States are nearly in the 
same proportion destitute. And what will be the eternal 
destiny of the hundreds of thousands of our fellow men who 
are passing their days in ignorance of divine things, the all- 
seeing God only knows; and what kind of a population will 
succeed these, when their measure of impiety is full, His eye 
can only determine. Unquestionably the generations which 
shall succeed the present, will be generations of HEATHENS; 
of the worst kind of heathens, if the means of grace are not 
liberally supplied to those who are at this day crying to the 
churches for help.” 


Remarks by the Editor of the Columbian Star. 


‘¢ We do not wish to diminish the urgency of the appeal 
to christian enterprise, nor to question the necessity for mis- 
sionary services, in the old States as well as in the new.— 
But we must repeat our protest against a common manner 
of speaking on this subject, which, undesignedly, we doubt 
not, has all the mischievous effects of misrepresentation. An 
example is furnished by the above extract. ‘The conditioa 


Vout. V. 45 








. — 
i A eee 











<66 THE REFORMER. 


of 200,000 souls, in Alabama, is presented to our sympa- 
thies, and demonstrated to be deplorable, by the appalling 
fact, that ‘only 16 Presbyterian clergymen are to be found 
to dispense the word of life.2 A person who was unac- 
quainted with the state of things, would naturally infer from 
this paragraph, either that there are no other preachers in 
Alabama, or that it is necessarily an indication of heathen- 
ism, that no more than sixteen Presbyterian clergymen ean 
be found. 

““We have in our possession returns from 128 Baptist 
‘churches in Alabama, containing 4874 members, and sup- 
plied by 72 ministers. Besides these, there are, it is proba- 
ble, several Episcopal and Methodist clergymen. From these 
facts, it may be presumed, that Alabama 1s not so desolate 
a moral Sahara, as the above paragraph might lead us to 
suppose. ‘There is no doubt, that a similar state of things 
exists in the other new States, and in those parts of the old 
States, which are sometimes represented as deplorably des- 
titute of the means of religious instruction. It is probable 
that these representations are, to a melancholy extent, true, 
even if we reckon all the means which they enjoy. But a 
misrepresentation, whether designed or not, is soon detected; 
and the public are deterred from aiding to relieve acknow- 
ledged wants. He knows little of mankind, who is not 
aware of this fact. 

«The fallacy lies in a refusal to recognise, as a minister 
of Christ, a man who is not ‘ educated.” No comment is ne- 
cessary on this point. The preachers in the new States are, 
for the most part, men of simple and laborious habits, who 
are inured to the toils and privations incident to their situa- 
tion. It is by such men, who have been taught by no 
teacher but the Spirit who leads into all truth, that the 
forests of our country have been penetrated, and the seed 
scattered over the prairies of the West. These men, how- 
ever unnoticed by their brethren, are those whose labours 
the Lord is pleased to honour. The number of Baptists 
in Alabama has nearly doubled during the last two years.” 


Whether the people of this country can be made to be- 
five that none but “ educated Presbyterian clergymen’? are able 
to dispense the word of life,’ vemains somewhat doubtful 
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It is certain, that no efforts are wanting on their part to es- 
tablish such a belief,—and it is much to be regretted that a 
person of the standing ard character of De Witt Clinton, 
should lend his aid in support of their arrogant and am- 
bitious pretensions. Witness his celebrated Address before 
the Presbyterian Education Society, at New York, in favour of 
training up ministers. ‘ An able divine,”’ says he, “ ought 
to understand the original languages. His acquaintance with 
literature and science ought to be extensive and profound: 
and he should be deeply read in moral philosophy, meta- 
physics, and theology. He should also be master of all the 
points of polemic discussion, and be prepared to vindicate his 
particular creed against the objections of opposing sects.”’ 
He continues,—* In order to attain this intellectual emi- 
nence, so becoming an ambassador of heaven and a minister 
of the Most High God, he must pass through all the Sem?- 
naries of Education, from the rudimental school to the Uni- 
versity, and devote year after year to the attainment of 
pulpit eloquence, and the acquisition of theological know- 
ledge.” | 

Could any thing be more exactly suited to the appetite, 
feelings, and views of those to whom this address was made, 
than the foregoing sentiments? Query— How far is De Witt 
Clinton indebted to this and his other speeches at Bible So- 
ciety Anniversaries, for his late elevation to the office of 
Governor of the State of New York? A few years since, 
he was considered an infidel, and his popularity was reduced 
to a very low ebb—but suddenly, as if by some magic art, 
he is raised to the highest office in the State. Should he 
continue to make speeches in favour of the schemes and pro- 
ceedings of the clergy, their numbers and influence will un- 
doubtedly, ere long, place him at the head of the councils 
of the nation. 

But, by the bye, whatever abilities Mr. Clinton may pos- 
sess for an able statesman, he certainly is as little qualified 
to promote the religion of the New Testament, as ‘Thomas 
Paine was to destroy it: And for a body of Presbyterian 
priests to make him President of their Education Society 
for training up young men to the ministry, shows their 
eager desire to enlist distinguished individuals in their cause, 
and thereby acquire power and ascendency. 
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RESOLUTIONS, &c. OF THE ROMAN CATHOLICS 
IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 
Extracted from a Pamphlet lately published. 

« At a meeting of the Roman Catholics of New York; 
held at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, on Friday the 15th of Oc- 
tober, 1824, George Pardow, Esq. was called to the chair, 
and George Bowen, Esq. appointed secretary. 

The chairman explained, in eloquent and pathetic lan- 
guage, the laudable purpose for which the meeting had 
been convened; and the following resolutions were proposed 
and unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That, as every sect and denomination of Chris- 
tians are endeavouring with their utmost might, to make con- 
verts to their own opinions, it would be a shame and a dis- 
grace on the members of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apos- 
tolic Church, were they found negligent in pointing out the 
PATH of truth, and the way of salvation. 

Resolved, That the conversion of others to our Holy 
Religion cannot be effected without Priests; for ** How can 
they believe without a Teacher;’’ and that at present they 
cannot be supported in some parts of this diocess, (the num- 
ber of catholics being so few) until the debt of our churches 
are paid, 

Resolved therefore, That it is the duty of each catholic 
to make every honourable effort to cancel said debt, and en- 
able his Bishop to build churches in this city, and support 
Priests in the country, by placing in his hands the vast sum 
of money which is now lavished in paying the interest of 
bonds and mortgages, with which our churches are at pre- 
sent incumbered. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this meeting, that in 
order to effect this most desirable object, collectors should 
be appointed in each street, to raise funds, not only from 
Roman Catholics, but from all our fellow-citizens of every 
denomination. 

Resolved, That the Right Rev. Dr. Connolly, our be- 
loved Bishop, who most justly possesses the confidence of 
all, and whose wisdom, piety and zeal, have excited the ad- 
miration of our fellow-citizens—whose conduct, manners, 
and example, recall to our minds what we have read of 
primitive simplicity in the history of the Apostles of the 






































THE REFORMER. 269 


earlier ages, be, and is hereby appointed our General Trea- 
surer; and that the Rev. Michael O’Gorman, and the Rev. 
John Power be, and are hereby appointed Assistant Trea- 
surers. 

Resolved, That the names of each Assistant Treasurer, 
Vice-Treasurer, Collector, or Member, contributing the sum 
of 5 dollars on the first application, or 2 shillings a month 
towards the liquidation of the debts of the churches, be re- 
gistered on the books of St. Patrick’s Cathedral. 

Resolved, That it be considered the duty of the collect- 
ors to raise as much money as possible from each member 
of the Catholic community, on their first application to 
them, and ascertain what they are willing to contribute 
weekly or monthly, for the same laudable purpose of can- 
celling the debts of the churches. 

Resolved, That the Right Rev. Dr. Connolly be respect- 
fully requested to appoint some of his clergy to preach a 
sermon on the occasion, explaining the necessity of such 
measures, and the great advantages which must accrue there- 
from to the Catholic religion; and that a collection be made 
at said sermon. 

Resolved, That a General Meeting of the Catholics of 
this city be convened on Sunday the 17th inst. at 4 o’clock, 
P. M. and that the foregoing resolutions be submitted to 
them for their approval.” 


«At a General Meeting of the Catholics of New York, 
held in St. Patrick’s Cathedral on Sunday the 17th instant, 
George Pardow, Esq. was called to the chair, and George 
Bowen, Esq. appointed secretary. The resolutions of the 
15th inst. being read, on motion 

It was resolved unanimously, That said Resolutions be 
adopted as the Resolutions of the Catholics of New York; 
and that it is a duty incumbent on each Catholic, to use 
every exertion in his power to accomplish the end proposed 
in the said resolutions. 

The Rev. Mr. O’Gorman then rose and addressed the 
meeting in the following words, as nearly as we recollect. 

Mr. Chairman,—It was not my intention to trespass on 
the time of this meeting, by any observations of my own. | 
would not have trespassed on this meeting, but your pro- 
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ceedings have excited all the feelings of my soul. I will—] 
must give expression to the joy which I feel. Yes! I am 
constrained to indulge in the proudest feelings which I ever 
before experienced. This day shall be accounted as the 
brightest of my existence—this moment as the happiest of 
my life. Yes! it is a proud, an auspicious, and a happy 
day—that day must be accounted a glorious and a happy 
day, on which I am made witness of your zeal and intended 
liberality; but your zeal I never questioned—never doubt- 
ed; though I might, perhaps, have reason to complain of 
your former apathy, and my own diffidence. You know 
your religion to be divine—your faith is founded on a rock; 
the gates of hell cannot prevail against it. You were and 
are convinced, that in order to insure its progress, you need 
not have recourse to the aid of calumny and misrepresenta- 
tion—the arms of modern sects. Your faith stands not in 
need of the support of such auxiliaries, for it is founded on 
the veracity of God,—it is secured by the promises of his 
only-begotten Son, and placed under the special protection 
of the Holy Spirit. You knew, you believed, that your 
faith could not fail—and from this had arisen your apathy 
and indifference. You never took into consideration these 
memorable words of St. Paul,—‘* That men could not be- 
lieve without a teacher;’’? and for want of this consideration, 
whilst every sect and denomination were anxious to employ 
others to promulgate their own opinions, and make converts 
to their respective creeds, the Catholics, to our shame be it 
said, the Catholics alone, were found negligent in diffusing 
the knowledge of Truth, and announcing the glad tidings 
of salvation. Now you appear sensible of your neglect; 
and, from what I perceive, your atonement will be adequate 
to your omission,” &c. &c. 


*¢ The collectors will be furnished with books on Monday, 
25th inst. and will commence collecting on Tuesday, 26th; 
on which day, contributors are earnestly requested to be in 
readiness to give their donations,’ &c. 


[It appears from the foregoing that the Roman Catholics 
have caught the contagion of their Protestant neighbours, 
and are seized with the same rage for raising money to sup- 
port Priests and propagate their religion. ] 
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“*WORTHY OF IMITATION.” 

Under this head, we are told by our missionary prints 
that ‘the children of Catskill have contributed 150 dollars 
to make La Fayette a Director for life of the American 
Bible Society.”” From the same source we learn that a 
company of * Young Ladies’? at Richmond, Virginia, pre- 
sented to him a certificate, announcing the fact that he was 
a member, for life, of the Bible Society of Virginia. The 
very next day, at the same place, we hear of his attending 
the races and going to a Ja// in the evening. It is thus an- 
nounced in the New York Gazette of November 4: 


‘General La Fayette attended the Jockey Club Races at 
Richmond last Thursday. After the match race was de- 
cided, he sat down to a sumptuous repast, prepared by the 
members of the Jockey Club, on which occasion a number 
of toasts were drank. In the evening he attended a ball at 
the Eagle tavern, where there was a most brilliant assem- 
blage of beauty. The company consisted of about 1500 
ladies and gentlemen. The room was tastefully adorned.” 


We cannot perceive what possible good can result to the 
cause of religion, by dragging the General and other popu- 
lar and distinguished characters, “by the hair of the head,” 
into -these clerical associations. Our missionary prints tell 
us “this is one of the Aappiest methods, which has yet been 
adopted, of testifying respect for the General’s character.” 
On this subject the Berean remarks: 


‘The character of La Fayette is founded on his political 
and military career. As a religious man, or a ‘ Bible Chris- 
tian,’ we have never heard him spoken of. In one of his 
communications, written some time ago, and lately publish- 
ed in the newspapers, he speaks of * Hume and Voltaire’ as 
his closest companions. We do not perceive in this, any thing 
to entitle him to a directorship in a Bible Society; and so 
far from being the ‘ happiest method’ of testifying ‘respect 
for the General’s character,’ we should not be surprised if 
he were to take it as a burlesque! But this detestable species 
of priestcraft, has in it the tripple purpose of increasing the 
Funps of the clergy, giving an eclat to their proceedings, 
and extending their influence. Beyond this, ‘the General’s 
character’ has no affinity nor connexion with the concern.” 
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The disposition of General La Fayette appears to be mild 
and condescending, and hence he would not willingly give 
offence to any class of citizens. In the following letter, 
copied from the London Examiner, we have exhibited an op- 
posite character—one whose mind must be of a more bold 
and independent cast, and who is less concerned about giv- 
ing offence. The letter is said to have been written by Lord 
Orford, to the Secretary of the Norwich Bible Society, in 
answer to an application made to him to become its Presi- 
dent. 

‘© Sirn—lI am both surprised and annoyed by the contents 
of your letter—surprised, because my well-known character 
should have exempted me from such an application; and an- 
noyed, because it obliges me to have even this communica- 
tion with you. I have long been addicted to the gaming 
table~.I have lately taken to the turf—I fear I frequently 
blaspheme—but I have never distributed religious tracts. 
All this was well known to you and your Society; notwith- 
standing which, you think me a fit person for your Presi- 
dent! God forgive your hypocrisy! I would rather live in 
the land of sinners than with such saints. I am, &c.’’ 








[From the Berean. ] 

“ Remember from whence thou art fallen, and repent.” 

Rev. i. 5. 
There is scarcely a religious society in christendom which 
has not some occasion to remember this exhortation. To 
the primitive Church of Rome, the apostle addressed this 
language, ‘* Beloved of God, I thank my God for you all, 
that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world.” 
«©J am persuaded of you my brethren, that you are full of 
goodness, filled with all knowledge, able to admonish one 
another.” ‘I am sure when I come unto you, I shall come 
in the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ.”” To 
what church, as a collective body, could the apostle now use 
this language? Where is the society that has not degener- 
ated and ‘fallen’ from its primitive simplicity, its integrity, 
its purity? Where is the church to which the admonition 
does not apply, ** Remember from whence thou art fallen, 
and repent and do thy first works’? I know of no religious 
society, of which we may not say, in the pensive language 
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of the Prophet, “ How is the gold become dim? How is 
the most fine gold changed??? Look at the Church of 
Rome now—look at every other church—the discerning 
christian finds in them all, ample cause for sorrow and hu- 
miliation. And yet there has hardly been a period in church 
history, when the professors of Christianity have made a 
greater noise in the world! 

From the splendid accounts of our zeal in the missionary 
cause, a stranger might suppose we had succeeded in re- 
moving the deam from our own eyes, and were now prepared 
to take the mote from our brother’s. From our vast efforts 
to spread the Bible, he might expect that having happily 
submitted to its holy, self-denying precepts, we were quali- 
fied to call unto others in the inviting language,—* Follow 
us as we follow Christ.”” But let him examine the actual 
state of society, and he would find himself grossly mistaken. 
The religious public, like the self-righteous Pharisee, is 
marching along, with a glittering purse in his hand, and a 
herald at his side, who, at every distribution of an alms, 
blows the trumpet so long and so loud that the sound rever- 
berates through every corner of Christendom. Thus it is 
that we “let not our right hand know what our left hand 
doeth.’’? This is our practical comment on the divine com- 
mand, ‘* Let thine alms be in secret, and thy Father which 
seeth in secret, himself shall reward thee openly’’—and sure- 
ly we have our reward ! 

There is another striking trait in our religious character, 
which I suspect is produced as a substitute for our open and 
systematic violation of the plainest Scripture precepts. We 
have become extremely zealous for notions and opinions— 
wonderful ‘ defenders of the faith.’?? Whilst some, on specu- 
lative points, are day after day, before assembled thousands, 
fiercely engaged in controversy—others are employed with 
equal zeal in defence of the most abstruse and incomprehen- 
sible dogmas. With an ardor becoming the. holiest, the 
most important cause, they propagate their notions—and if, 
in their zeal, they meet a simple hearted brother, who has 
too much honesty to subscribe to a creed he cannot under- 
stand, they “doom and devote him as their lawful prey ” 
The purity of his life—his practical conformity to the pre- 
cepts of Christ, are of no avail. Scandal and cetraction 
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stalk forth—the cry of heresy is raised, and a flame is kin. 
dled, before which the endearing ties of ‘love and unity”’ 
are severed as flax before the fire. All that is most valuable 
in life is sacrificed on the altar of a mysterious Orthodoxy! 

The essence of Religion is Charity—the love of God and 
man. Nothing can compensate its loss. Without it, said the 
apostle, “though I have the gift of prophecy, and under- 
stand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have 
all faith, so that I could remove mountains, I am nothing;” 
and yet it is evident, that this divine virtue is considered by 
many high professors, as a feather in the balance when weigh- 
ed against opinions. They have so much zeal for notions that 
practical piety is lost in ac fogs of a speculative faith! ‘Their 
religion i is so much spent in ¢a/k, it is scarcely to be discov- 
ered but by the noise it makes in the world. And yet these 
men will talk of their pious predecessors—will boast of their 
descent from some distinguished reformers,—-some church 
eminent for practical piety. ‘To such the awful language is 
applicable, —** Remember from whence thou art fallen, and 
repent and do thy first works—Buy of me gold tried in the 
tire, that thou mayest be rich, and ‘hin raiment that thou 
mayest be clothed, that the shame of thy nakedness do not 
appear, and anoint thine eyes with eye-salve, that thou may- 
est see.”’ 

For the Reformer. 

The more I see of the fashionable religion of the present 
day, the more I am convinced of its emptiness, and of the 
resemblance between it and the religion of the Scribes and 
Pharisees of old. The progress of christianity seems to be 
estimated by many people by the grandeur of their meeting- 
houses, the loftiness of their spires, the amount of the sala- 
ries given to their ministers, and, in fine, by the display of 
world ly grandeur attached to it. In Rochester, (N. Y.) 
the Presbyterians have lately erected a large stone meeting- 
house, with a spire fifty-five feet above the cupola, making 


the whole height of the edifice no less than one hundred and 





Jifty-five feet! For th’s temple, they have purchased a large 


bell, on which is inscribed, ‘¢ First Presbyterian Church in 
Rochester”? ‘The Episcopalians, in the same place, seem to 
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have waited till the Presbyterians had finished building, so 
as to determine upon the calculations necessary, in order to 
outdo them. ‘They have, 1 understand, sent to New York 
for the most fashionable model—and they are now erecting 
a splendid edifice of hewn stone, which will, no doubt, vie 
with any thing of the kind in the country. At the com- 
mencement of such buildings, there is all the display of lay- 
ing the corner stone of the church, (as they call it,) in ma- 
sonic style, making deposits, and of every thing else calcu- 
lated to make a show. 

The Presbyterians in Canandaigua, some time since, dis- 
missed their minister, who had excited the dislike and dis- 
gust of most of his congregation. They have since hired a 
young man of talent and eloquence, deeply versed in school 
divinity, who dresses in a dandified style, walks the streets 
with his cane, enters the pulpit with a golden trinket in his 
bosom and a gold watch in his pocket, and receives his 1000 
dollars a year. He was very zealous in his cause, and elo- 
quent in his endeavours to excite in his hearers an attention 
to spiritual things, and in demonstrating the emptiness of the 
world, and all its allurements. He was very popular, particu- 
larly among females, and became, for some time, a theme of 
conversation, and fea-party discussion. ‘The Episcopalians, 
so far as I could learn, looked upon him with suspicion, and 
often gave a sneer as he justly held forth against the amuse- 
ments practised"by the refined circles of the town. He had 
not been long in the place, however, before, with all his Au- 
mility and devotedness to heavenly things, he seized the mo- 
ment of his popularity, and persuaded his congregation to 
pull down his pulpit, and build a new one, larger and more 
elegant. The last I heard of him he had sent to New York 
for a cushion to repose his Bible upon. 

How do these things comport with the simplicity of that 
religion founded by the meek and lowly Jesus, who chose a 
humble condition in life, although he might have made his 
appearance in all the pomp and magnificence of the world ; 
and which was afterwards propagated by a few poor, illite- 
rate men? It was our Saviour’s opposition to this very 
pompous, outside religion, that procured him the hatred and 
malice ef the Chief Priests, Scribes and Pharisees. 

SINCERITUS. 
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SUCCESSFUL BEGGING. 


Alva Woods, one of the Professors in the Columbian 
College, Washington, gives the following statement of his 
success in begging for that Institution 


‘In 1820, during seven weeks employment, I obtained 
several hundred dollars of money, and a few hundred volumes 
of books—but it was not until September, 1821, that I be- 
came wholly occupied in the service of this Institution. 
From that time till the following June, I was engaged in 
soliciting in this country, books, monies, and subscriptions 
for the College; principally in the New England States, in 
Virginia, North Carolina, and Georgia. ‘The fruit of these 
efforts was about 500 volumes of books, 6326 dollars and 
70 cents in cAsH, and additional subscriptions to the amount 
of 11,458 dollars and 83 cents. 

‘Through the kindness of Providence, I was not less 
successful in my labours for the College, in Europe, than in 
this country. In Great Britain I obtained donations of books 
to the amount of more than 600 volumes, and donations of 
money to the amount of 6110 dollars.” 


This College was founded by Luther Rice, well known 
in the annals of modern missionary enterprise as one of the 
most successful beggars in the country. It appears, how- 
ever, that the system of begging is well understood by others 
belonging to this Institution. If a few dozen agents were 
to be sent out, and they should be as successful in the beg- 
ging line as Professor Woods, the Managers of this College 


would not be in want of money to carry on their operations. 








Extract of a letter from a resident in the State of New York 

to his friend in Boston. 

“Your eastern dignified clergy, and their coadjutors in 
this State, come very little short of the Jesuits—and, in my 
opinion, the press may be usefully employed in checking the 
crusading mania of the day, and in defending the rights of 
conscience, as guaranteed by our constitutions. It is, how- 
ever, dangerous to attempt to shed light on this subject. 
Nine out of ten of our presses are over-awed by the pulpit 
and prayer meetings; and the Editor who dares to doubt, 
or print a doubt, which may interfere with the interests of 
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the church missionary wallet, is sure to be prayed down or 
persecuted down. It is but too evident that these ambitious 
men are seeking to control the press of our country—and by 
means of this engine and the pulpit, to over-awe the govern- 
ment. 

*« My friend Willis, the Recorder man, of your city, and 
the Intelligencer of New Haven, are patronized by our 
priests with a zeal quite equal to that of the monk Peter in 
the cause of the crusades. To indulge my wife, and to keep 
clear of church quarrels, I take both these publications. 
They please my wife, and keep peace in my family,—and 
keep up my credit in the church, and that of my wife, so 
I think the money is not wholly lost. As they are judged 
to be the only criterion of orthodoxy, my being a subscriber 
saves me from the anathemas of our church.”’ 








Extract of a letter from an officer in one of the Provinces 
of Mexico. 

‘<The government of this nation has finally settled down 
into the Federal Republican system, and the outlines of the 
constitution are copied from that of the United States, with 
the single exception of an exclusive religion in favour of the 
Roman Catholic, which is the law of the land, and as such, 
must be obeyed. And, if a Methodist, or any other preach- 
er, except a Catholic, was to go through this colony, preach- 
ing, I should be compelled to imprison him. All must be 
baptized in the Roman Church—and all marriages must be 
celebrated in that church. This is the law of the nation, 
and all those who move here must obey it.” 


[Nearly the same law exists throughout every part of 
South America, once under the dominion of Old Spain. 
“The clergy,’’ says a writer of the last century, “ are ex- 
tremely numerous in Mexico, and it has been computed, 
that priests, monks, and nuns of all orders, make upwards 
of a fifth of all the white inhabitants, both here and in the 


other parts of Spanish America.”’ ] 





For the Reformer. 
The first martyrs died for their ‘love of the truth,’ 
their opposition to the “ doctrines of wicked spirits.” 
Vo.t. V. 4.7 
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moderns say, those who died in Queen Mary’s reign, in 
England, died more for their opposition to false teachers 
than as champions for truth—they died not so much for 
their opposition to false doctrine, as for a difference in out- 
ward forms of worship, and for denying the authority of the 
Pope of Rome—A little explanation will show—The popish 
question was, Why do you not attend mass? Protestant—J 
take sacrament in another way, from the hands of my own Priest. 
Papist—Your’s is but a pretended Priest—he has not received 
ordination in the Church of Rome—therefore come to mass, or go 
to the stake. 

‘¢'The Man of Sin,” full of all subtilty, has ever accom- 
modated himself to the degree of light and knowledge among 
men. Since the days of Queen Mary, when knowledge had 
increased, the Papal ecclesiastical power consented to the 
banishment of the Jesuits, and the partial suppression of the 
Courts of Inguisition. Upon this, the Protestant clergy, not 
having renounced every thing belonging to Popery, but still 

feeling a regard to “ Mother Church,” (as if to return, the 

compliment, ) bewailed her misfortunes, and rejoiced when 
her Pope was restored to Rome, and his authority re-esta- 
blished im the kingdoms of Europe. 

Now that the Papal and Protestant ecclesiastical spirits 
are not widely different, may be seen by the following out- 
line—Both build costly edifices with lofty steeples, and furnish- 
ed with Jde//s—both are fond of scarlet-coloured hangings— 
both appoint holy days, fast, and thanksgiving days—both 
maiutair! PRIESTS in luxury and idleness, and to whom they 
grant titles of blasphemy and pride; and both claim for their 
clergy a right divine to rule over their focks, and receive of 
the fleece for their services as MEDIATORS between earth and 
heaven. It would seem that their respective differences or 
“‘ wounds” were fast “healing,”—and unless the people 
study the Bible for themselves, and trust less to their 
priests, with their short texts and long sermons and prayers, 
they must expect to see Courts of Inquisition, or something 
like them, in our own land. 

Says Shenstone—‘* CLerGy,—A body of people, who 
too fre “api harrass and infest the laity according to law, 
and w ho conceal their real names under that of a spiritual 

yurt.’’ Another writer—“¢ Pastorn—This is. the Latin 
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term for shepherd—It seems that the clergy are shy of call- 
ing themselves, in plain English, shepherds, because in the 
parable there is a contrast drawn between the good shepherd, 
and the dad ones; who also come under the appellations, 
thieves, robbers, and hirelings.”?* Another—* The English 
translators have sanctioned the distinction between rich and 
poor, by the words, ‘ mind not high things, but condescend 
to men of low estate,’ as if it were a kind of blessing to the 
poor, to be noticed by the rich, and a mark of humility in 
the rich to speak to the poor—take the true meaning of the 
apostle, and the contrary appears. ‘ Mind not high things, 
but be contented with mean things’—(as in the margin.) 
This doctrine would not suit the bishops and clergy, who 
always study to live in splendor, and ‘fare sumptuously 
every day.’ ”’ | ae 2 


eee ee 


For the Reformer. 
[Communicated from Providence, Rhode Island. ] 

I have observed in the last Heformer, a reference to a para- 
graph in my other communication, and also a notice of an Oreto- 
rio in this place. There was a small mistake respecting the 
meeting-house where they had it. There are in this town four 
Baptist meeting-houses,—two Calvinistic, and the other two Ar- 
minian. The minister to whom I alluded in iny former commu- 
nication, is the minister of the Second Baptist church, which is 
one of the Calvinistic ones: but the Oratorio above-mentioned, 
was nerformed in the First Baptist Mceting-house. 

These Oratorios are a common thing among us; and they af- 
ford a fine opportunity for the indulgence of the pride of the 
carnal heart, by enabling the performers to display their musical 
tulents before a fashionable audience, glittering in all the pride 
of life; and by enabling the different societics to vie with cach 
other, and to Joast of their splendid singing! ‘This is the simple 
truth of the case, let it offend whom it may. If ministers and 
churches will sanction, ar even permit, practices so completely 
antichristian, it is time they were faithfully rebuked, that they 
may be aroused from their spiritual sleep. 

An Oratorio of “ sacred music’? to get money, amuse the pub- 
lic, and feed the pride, ambition, and vanity of the performers, 
and of the society to which they are attached, is a shameful per- 
version. It is in direct opposition to christianitv. How much like 
New Testament doings does an Oratorio seem’ O, the degenera- 
cy of the christian world in our day! 








-_—-—— 


* The term, hireling, cannot be explained away, by the clergy. 





tt —— 














280 rHik REFORMER, 


This First Baptist meeting have a little Babel attached te their 
meecting-house—an enormous steeple, 196 feet in height! What 
a pity that the money thus expended to gratify the lust of the 
eye, had not been saved ‘to convert the world,” if, as they say, 
money will do it: or, at least, to help the needy and distressed. 
A Free Will Baptist minister, from another part of the country, 
recently beholc ding this monument of pride and ambition, was led 
to exclaim, ** O the pride of sinners!”’ 

it is intolerable to hear, as we do, how nicely things are going 
on in christendom, and the different denominations proclaiming 
their own purity, and censuring each other in matters of mint, 
and anise, and cummin; while, at the same time, they are a 
vraced with customs and practices as absurd and detestable a 
those which stained the character of the church in what are is. 
nominated the ‘* dark ages.”?” Among the number may be con- 
sidered the practice of having non-professors and profligates en- 
eagre in singing praises to God in meetings of worship. 

The Baptist minister mentioned in my former communication, 
who wears a gown in his pulpit, delivers a pompous written ora- 
tion for preaching, and who read a prayer on Independent day, 
deserves some additional notice in this; for on Commencement 
week, he read another prayer before one of the societies attach- 
ed to the University in this place. He was taken up in the &. J, 
American, for some sentiments it contained. By his reply, he 
only made the matter worse; for, after reviewing the whole sub- 


ject, he said the only thing that he regretted was, his not hav- 


ing “had time to pay sufficient attention to the style of the pray- 
er, &e.! If this is not praying to be seen of men, what is? In 
what a miserable state is the christian world, when such anti- 
christian sentiments as this are countenanced! But this is not all. 
Reading prayers seems to be a strange kind of a way to pray.— 
{i is something rather new among Baptists, those ‘ Bible men,” 
those **reading no preaching’? men. 

But what is most of all to be deplored, is, that the men who 
have the staff in their own hands in the religious world, will, in 
spite of the most convincing arguments, keep on in their old 
course—and the people, unwilling to lose the esteem and friend- 
suip of their spiritual rulers, bend to the customs of the times, 
and are carried away by the popular current. Thus the cause 
of truth is left to suffer, and its enemies are strengthened in their 
triumph; while the few who act consistently, and oppose evils, 
have to contend single-handed in an unpopular c ‘ause against a 
WORLD. ORION. 


STATE OF RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES. 

We would call the attention of our readers to the article in 
this number from the Berean, on the fallen condition of religious 
societies generally. The fact, of their being all thus fallen, has 
for some time been clearly seen; but there has been manifested, 
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almost uniformly, an unwillingness to acknowledge its truth in 
the full application of it—every religious community wishing to 
except their own from the general charge. Seeing then that 
every denomination of professing christians is in a fallen and de- 
generate state, it becomes a serious inquiry by what means, or 
by whom, things will be improved and made right. 

Experience has shown that no body of christians, when once 
corrupted, has ever been able to purge itself from abuses, and 
return to a state of purity; and we feel warranted in saying, that 
it never will be the case. In the nature of things, it appears im- 
practicable; for the majority, being in the practice of numerous 
evils, they will uniformly withstand all attempts to correct those 
evils, and feel indignant against every one who censures their 
conduct and proceedings; and whoever persists in doing this, 
will be cast out of the synagogue. Hence, it is apparent, that a 
thorough change for the better, so far as human instruments are 
concerned, must be effected through the faithfulness of such as 
are untrammelled by the rules or dictation of any sect or party; 
for being, as has been stated, in a corrupt and fallen condition, 
they will never consent to any thing that will fully undermine 
the principles and foundations of evil. 

When any such instruments will be raised up, time only can 
determine. In many respects, they will differ from any that have 
preceded them, since the first departure from genuine christian- 
ity; for the leaders of every sect appear to have laid the founda- 
tion of degeneracy, and consequently their own dissolution, at a 
very early period of their existence. 

It is impossible to know, at this time, how far these messen- 
gers will stand forth in condemnation of us all. For as it was 
foretold of Christ, ‘* Who may abide the day of his coming? and 
who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, 
and like fuller’s soap;” so in like manner it will be with those 
whom the Lord will one day commission and qualify, to refine 
from dross, and purify from corruption a people to serve him in 
righteousness. F 

The thousands of lies, deceivings, and acts >f injustice now 
practised, will, at this period, be wholly done away among those 
acknowledged as the people of God; and the corrupt manners, 
rules, wavs and practices of every sect, and those of no sect, will 
be justly and faithfully rebuked and exposed. The consequence 
will be, that almost all will rise up agwinst these advocates for 
truth, consider them dangerous persons, not fit to be tolerated, 
and persecute them, and all those who receive their testimony, 
with the utmost severity. This will have the effect to separate 
the chaff from the wheat, the precious from the vile, among pro- 
fessing christians; for hypocrites will not endure sufferings and 
revilings for the truth’s sake. Indeed the perils, fear and dread, 
that will be experienced at this time, will cause thousands, of 
whom better things might be expected, to say, like Peter, “1 
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know not the man,” orI have no acquaintance with such per- 
sons, and neither acknowledge nor approve their ways. 

Mankind are fast ripening for these events. For the more cor- 
rupt men become, the nearer they approach to a time of refor- 
mation—the more they need it, and yet the more they will be 
opposed to it. This will cause those who first appear in the re- 
formation, to endure great trials and sufferings. But the greater 
their sufferings are, the more will the cause in which they are 
engaged prosper, and the more thoroughly will a purification 
from sin and evil be effected in them 

It is always through much suffering, and persecution of indi- 
viduals, that any good i is effected amongst men: for sin, wicked- 
ness and wrong practices, have their admirers, friends and de- 
fenders; and being always the most numerous, it has generally 
been given unto them ‘*to muke war with the saints, and to over- 
come them, and kill them.”? But this will not always be the case 
with the opposers of righteousness; for it is declared in the end, 
that ‘the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and 
King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, 
and fuithful. *? But from the great degeneracy that now prevails, 
and the unwillingness in almost every one to endure sufferings 
on account of the truth or from principle, it may readily be in- 
ferred that in the commencement of this glorious work of a 
thorough reform, the number will be very few. Hundreds and 
thousands may arise and suppose they have entered into, and 
are engaged in, the important work; but pzide and vanity, in- 
significant notions, or a desire to signalize themselves in some 

way, may be so mingled with their actions and conduct, that 
they will only swell the number of those who will stand in op- 
position to the truth and to righteousness. 

To be truly and sincerely nght, is something beyond what 
many can now conceive, on account of the mists and darkness 
which overspread christendom, in regard to the true way of 
righteousness. But when the true way of righteousness does 
appear, it will be seen and felt ‘*to lay the axe unto the root of the 
corrupt trees,”’ aiw', as ever has been the case, it will at first be 
almost universally opposed and hated. To expcet it to be other- 
wise, shows want of an acquaintance with the past history of the 
church, as well as ignorance concerning the nature of mens’ 
hearts, and the strength and violence of their prejudices in fa- 
vour of corrupt practices and usages. 





CLERGY AND SALARIES. 


It has been decided in the Supreme Court of Connecticut, in 
the case of Whitney vs. the First Ecclesiastical Society of Brook- 
lyn, that a religious society has no power to withdraw its sup- 
port from a clergyman, settled by mutual consent; and that, if 
the clergyman does not refuse to discharge the duties of his of: 
fice, no mental or bodily infirmity can deprive him of his stipu- 
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lated salary. In other words, that when a religious society called 
a Minister, his settlement, when no definite time was stipulated, 
was a settlement for life—and as the connexion was by mutual 
agreement, so also must its dissolution depend on the consent 
ef both parties. [ United States Gazette. 

The Glasgow Journal has the following paragraph respecting 
Mr. Owen, who has lately arrived in this country: 

‘* Mr. Owen set off from Derby to embark for the United 
States, for the express purpose of treating for the purchase of 
Rapp’s celebrated. settlement of Harmony, including all the land- 
ed property and buildings upon it. The property contains more 
than 20,000 acres, 3000 of which are already under cultivation. 
About 1000 acres more are rich meadow land on the banks of 
the Wabash. His object is to erect communities upon it, similar 
to the plan to be put in execution at Motherwell. 





Joun Wes tery.—It is in contemplation to erect in London a 
monument to the memory of the late Rev. John Wesley, to con- 
sist of a spacious building for missionary purposes, and in which 
the great public religious anniversaries may be held. The mea- 
sure was originated some months ago, by several of the admirers 
ef the founder of Methodism. [English paper. 

Citizens be on your guard.—A young man, who stated that he 
belonged to the church at Andover, (Mass.) and was studying 
for the ministry in order to go on a mission to foreign parts, some 
time since made his appearance at Reading, in this State. He 
obtained great respect and favour from the Presbyterian minister 
at that place, and the people generally. Among his other quali- 
fications, he appeared to be an adept in “Sacred Music,” was 
very ready to warn sinners to flee from the wrath to come, and 
seemed anxious to ‘* clear his skirts from their blood,” as he pro- 
fessed in some instances to have done. After contracting a pretty 
heavy debt for board, getting what credit he could and packing 
up the avails, he made his way with his booty to the capital of this 
State, and had inserted in the papers that he was dead, to stop 
any pursuit. This is but a brief outline of his missionary opera- 
tions in these parts, as given by a person lately from Reading. 
If some of our Reading friends will furnish us with a more full 
detail of facts respecting this hopeful young man, it shall be 
given in a future number. 

Late accounts from this adventurer, state, that he was at Wash- 
ington city, at one of the most respectable boarding houses in 
the place. 


‘““LADIES’ MAGAZINE.” 


A publication under this title, was commenced some time 
singe, at Newport, (R. I.) edited by a ** Lady,” who obligated 
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herself to ‘‘ give half the profits of the work to the Bible, Mis- 
sionary, and Education Societies.” It appears, however, that 
the work is about to be abandoned for want of sufficient patron- 
age. Surely there must be an abatement of zeal among the 
friends of these institutions; or perhaps they feel a little jealousy 
to see a female take sucha public stand in the ‘ benevolent” 
schemes of the day, and would prefer that females would confine 
themselves to giving their money, making ministers members for 
life, and forming auxiliary, cent and mite societies. 





INCREASE OF ROMAN CATHOLICS. 


Thirty-five years ago, the number of Roman Catholics in Eng- 
land, was 69,376; but, by a statement published six years since, 
they had increased to half a million. In 1781, there were but 
three Roman Catholic schools of any note in England; at present, 
there are more than fifty. | Late paper. 





Catholic Bishops.—Three new Sees, says a late Dublin paper, 
have been lately erected in America by the present Pope, and 
Priests will be shortly, if they have not been already, consecra- 
ted for them. The Sees are—First, St. Louis, in the State of 
Missouri. Second, Detroit, in the State of Michigan. The third 
is Vincennes, in the State of Indiana. { National Gazette. 





S. M. Dutton, New Haven, has published, in a pamphlet, the 
whole of the numbers which appeared in the ‘* Pilot”? on ‘* Dr.”’ 
Griftin’s 700,000 ministers. We thank a friend for forwarding us 
a copy, and shall make such use of it hereafter as our pages will 
admit. 

The remarks in our last number under the head of ‘* 700,000 
ministers,’? were from the Berean and not the Pilot. ‘The mis- 
take originated with another publication from which we copied. 





The Genius of Universal Emancipation, edited by Benjamin 
Lundy, is now published in Baltimore. It 1s greatly improved in 
its appearance, at its former price of one dollar a year. 





Proposals have been issued by John Richards, No. 20, Church 
Alley, for publishing a new weekly paper in this city, entitled 
the Luminary, at 2 dollars a year. To commence the beginning 
of January next if a sufficient number of subscribers are obtained. 





*.* “Calomel” has been received, and shall appear in our 
next number. 


pe ___________ 





The Reformer is printed on the first day of each month, at one dollar a 
year. ILctters to be addressed, and payment made to T. R. GATES, 
Proprietor and principal Editor, No. 290, North Third Street, Philadel- 
phia. Numbers can yet be supplied from the commencement of the work. 
John Richards, Printer, No. 20, Church Alley. 
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